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Planning Guidance Note Number 14 
An Introduction to Environmental Impact 
Assessments 
 
Introduction 
 
This guidance note is intended as a starting point for the public and professional involvement 
with Lincolnshire County Council concerning Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA). This note is 
not a definitive or comprehensive study of the function of EIA. A comprehensive bibliography is 
provided in Appendix I. These should be studied in detail by potential applicants or consultees 
before engaging with the EIA process. 
 
What is environmental impact assessment? 
 
The term “environmental impact assessment” (EIA) describes a procedure that must be followed 
for certain types of project before they can be given “development consent”. The procedure is a 
means of drawing together, in a systematic way, an assessment of a project’s likely significant 
environmental effects. This helps to ensure that the importance of the predicted effects, and the 
scope for reducing them, are properly understood by the public and the relevant competent 
authority before it makes its decision. 
 
Environmental impact assessment enables environmental factors to be given due weight, along 
with economic or social factors, when planning applications are being considered. It helps to 
promote a sustainable pattern of physical development and land and property use in cities, towns 
and the countryside. If properly carried out, it benefits all those involved in the planning process. 
 
From the developer’s point of view, the preparation of an environmental statement in parallel 
with project design provides a useful framework within which environmental considerations and 
design development can interact. Environmental analysis may indicate ways in which the project 
can be modified to avoid possible adverse effects, for example through considering more 
environmentally friendly alternatives. Taking these steps is likely to make the formal planning 
approval stages run more smoothly. 
 
For the planning authority and other public bodies with environmental responsibilities, 
environmental impact assessment provides a basis for better decision making. More thorough 
analysis of the implications of a new project before a planning application is made, and the 
provision of more comprehensive information with the application, should enable authorities to 
make swifter decisions. While the responsibility for compiling the environmental statement rests 
 



How Lincolnshire County Council are involved. 
 
Lincolnshire County Council only engage with the EIA procedures to the extent that they are a 
requirement of Planning Applications that we may be required to determine. Consequently this 
means that the majority of EIA developments we become involved in relate to County Matters; 
namely Minerals and Waste planning applications. The scope of EIA legislation extends well 
beyond this type of development and beyond the planning system itself.  
 
Lincolnshire County Council offer a pre-application advice service that extends to advice 
concerning applications that we determine. This is in addition to our statutory procedural role in 
providing Screening and Scoping opinions with respect to potential planning applications. 
 
It is strongly advised that potential applicants seek professional assistance for their EIA 
requirements, especially those that may extend beyond the bounds of a Minerals or Waste 
planning application. 
 
Screening Opinion 
 
Legislation classes all planning applications as belonging to either Schedule 1, Schedule 2 or not 
requiring a EIA. Proposals that include activities which fall into Schedule 1 all require an EIA. 
Proposals that do not have the characteristics required by Schedule 1 may fall into Schedule 2. If 
they do not fall into Schedule 2 then no EIA is required. If you think that your minerals or waste 
application may require an EIA, but you are uncertain as to which schedule, you may apply to 
Lincolnshire County Council for a Screening Opinion. This is independent of a planning application 
and subject to any agreed extension, we are obliged to issue our opinion within a period of 3 
weeks. 
 
Scoping Opinion 
 
Applicants may also apply to us for a Scoping Opinion. This is advised when you know that an EIA 
is required, but you require guidance as to the attributes of the development that need to be 
specifically addressed by your environmental statement. The opinion itself is not that of 
Lincolnshire County Council or it’s officers, though we do co-ordinate with other agencies in the 
formulation of the most appropriate guidance in your case. Again this is independent of a 
planning application and subject to any agreed extension, we are obliged to issue our opinion 
within a period of 3 weeks. 
 
Preliminary consultations 
 
One of the main emphases of the process of environmental impact assessment is on the need for 
fuller and earlier consultation by the developer with bodies which have an interest in the likely 
environmental effects of the development proposal. If important issues are not considered at a 
very early stage, they may well emerge when a project’s design is well advanced, and necessitate 
rethinking and delay. Ideally, EIA should start at the stage of site selection and (where relevant) 
process selection, so that the environmental merits of practicable alternatives can be properly 
considered. 
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While a developer is under no formal obligation to consult about the proposal before the 
submission of a formal planning application, there are good practical reasons for doing so. 
Authorities will often possess useful local and specialized information which is relevant to a 
Project’s design, and officers may be able to give preliminary advice about local problems and 
about those aspects of the proposal that are likely to be of particular concern to the authority. 
 
The timing of such informal consultations is at the developer’s discretion; but it will generally 
be advantageous for them to take place as soon as the developer is in a position to provide 
sufficient information about the proposal to form a basis for discussion. The developer can ask 
that any information provided at this preliminary stage should be treated in confidence by the 
planning authority and any other consultees. If the developer is seeking a formal opinion from the 
planning authority on the need for environmental impact assessment (see paragraph 14), the 
information about the project which accompanies that request will be made public by the 
authority. 
 
Content of the environmental statement 
 
Developers and authorities should discuss the scope of an environmental statement before its 
preparation is begun. The formal requirements as to the content of environmental statements are 
set out in Schedule 4 to the Regulations, which is reproduced in Appendix 4 to this booklet. The 
information is given under separate headings: Part I and Part II. The statement must include at 
least the information included in Part II, and such of the information in Part I as is reasonably 
required to assess the environmental effects of the development and which the applicant can 
reasonably be required to complete. As a practical guide to the range of issues which may need 
to be considered, developers may find it helpful to use the checklist at Appendix 5 to this booklet 
as a basis for their discussions with the planning authority. The checklist is not meant to be 
regarded as a prescribed framework for all environmental statements. Its main purpose is to act 
as a guide or agenda for the preliminary discussions about the scope of the statement. 
 
The comprehensive nature of the checklist at Appendix 5should not be taken to imply that all 
environmental statements should cover every conceivable aspect of a project’s potential 
environmental effects at the same level of detail. They should be tailored to the nature of the 
project and its likely effects. Whilst every environmental statement should provide a full factual 
description of the project, the emphasis of Schedule 4 is on the main or significant effects to 
which a project is likely to give rise. In some cases, only a few of the aspects set out in the 
checklist will be significant in this sense and will need to be discussed in the statement in any 
great depth. Other issues may be of little or no significance for the particular project in question, 
and will need only very brief treatment, to indicate that their possible relevance has been 
considered.  
 
It should be noted that developers are now required to include in the environmental statement 
an outline of the main alternative approaches to the proposed development that they may have 
considered, and the main reasons for their choice. It is widely regarded as good practice to 
consider alternatives, as it results in a more robust application for planning permission. Also, the 
nature of certain developments and their location may make the consideration of alternatives a 
material consideration. Where alternatives are considered, the main ones must be outlined in the 
environmental statement. 
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Even where a local planning authority has adopted a scoping opinion, the developer is 
responsible for the content of the statement which is finally submitted. Developers should bear in 
mind that planning authorities have powers to call for additional information when considering 
environmental statements and planning applications, and that they are likely to use those powers 
if they consider that aspects of a submitted environmental statement are inadequate (see 
paragraph 48 below). There is no provision for any disagreement between the developer and the 
planning authority over the content of an environmental statement to be referred to the 
Secretary of State (or, in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales), except through normal 
planning appeal procedures (see paragraph 52 below). 
 
Developers should consider at an early stage whether an assessment of environmental effects 
may also be required under another European Community Directive, such as the Habitats 
Directive (92/43/EEC), the Wild Birds Directive(79/409/EEC), the Integrated Pollution Prevention 
and Control Directive(96/61/EC) or the Control of Major Accident Hazards Directive 
(96/82/EC).Although the requirements of these and of the EIA Directive are all independent of 
each other, there are clearly links between them. Where more than one regime applies, 
developers could save unnecessary time and effort if they identify and co-ordinate the different 
assessments required. Advice on the links between the EIA system and the requirements of the 
Habitats Regulations is offered in PPG 9on Nature Conservation (or, in Wales, Planning Guidance 
(Wales) Planning Policy First Revision), and on the links between the Town and Country Planning 
system and the IPPC authorisation system in PPG 23 on Planning and Pollution Control (or, in 
Wales, Planning Guidance (Wales) Planning Policy First Revision and Planning Guidance (Wales) 
Technical Advice Note (Wales) 5 `Nature Conservation and Planning”). 
 
Statutory and other consultees; the general public 
 
The Regulations give a particular role in environmental impact assessment to those public 
bodies with statutory environmental responsibilities who must be consulted by the planning 
authority before a Schedule I or a Schedule 2 planning application is determined. A full list of 
these statutory consultation bodies is given in Appendix 6 to this booklet. 
 
Where the planning authority or the Secretary of State(or, in Wales, the National Assembly for 
Wales) rules that EIA is required, those bodies which are statutory consultees for the particular 
project in question will be notified and the developer will be informed accordingly. The effect of 
this notification is to put those bodies under an obligation to provide the developer (on request) 
with any information in their possession which is likely to be relevant to the preparation of the 
environmental statement. An example might be information held by English Nature (or, in Wales, 
the Countryside Council for Wales) about the ecology of a particular area, which could be 
relevant to the assessment of a project’s likely effects. 
 
It is up to the developer to approach the statutory consultees and indicate what sort of 
information would be helpful in preparing the environmental statement. The obligation on 
statutory consultees relates only to information already in their possession; they are not required 
to undertake research on behalf of the developer. Nor, at this stage, would consultees be 
expected to express a view about the merits of the proposal; their views on merits are invited at 
a later stage (see paragraph 46 below). Consultees may make a reasonable charge to cover the 
cost of making information requested by a developer available. 
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Developers should also consider whether to consult the general public, and non-statutory bodies 
concerned with environmental issues, during the preparation of the environmental statement. 
Bodies of this kind may have particular knowledge and expertise to offer. Some are national 
organisations, for instance, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds; inmost areas there are 
also active local amenity societies and environmental groups. While developers are under no 
obligation to publicise their proposals before submitting a planning application, consultation with 
local amenity groups and with the general public can be useful in identifying key environmental 
issues, and may put the developer in a better position to modify the project in ways which would 
mitigate adverse effects and recognise local environmental concerns. It will also give the 
developer an early indication of the issues which are likely to be important at the formal 
application stage if, for instance, the proposal goes to public inquiry. 
 
Techniques of assessment; sources of advice 
 
Extensive literature is available on how to assess the effects on the environment of particular 
processes and activities. The assessment techniques used, and the degree of detail in which any 
particular subject is treated in an environmental statement, will depend on the character of the 
proposal, the environment which it is likely to affect, and the information available. While a 
careful study of the proposed location will generally be needed (including environmental survey 
information), original scientific research will not normally be necessary. The local planning 
authority and statutory consultees may be able to advise the developer on sources of specialist 
information, for example, about particular local conditions.  
 
Environmental statements will often need to recognise that there is some uncertainty attached to 
the prediction of environmental effects. Where there is uncertainty, it needs to be explicitly 
recognised. Uncertainty is not in itself a reason for discounting the importance of particular 
potential environmental effects, simply because other effects can be more confidently predicted.  
 
Submission of environmental statement with planning application 
 
To enable a planning application to be processed as quickly as possible, it is in the developer’s 
interest to submit an environmental statement at the same time as the application is made. It 
will be for the planning authority to judge how much information is required in the particular 
case, but the preparation of an environmental statement is bound to require the developer to 
work out proposals in some detail; otherwise any thorough appraisal of likely effects will be 
impossible. Where an application is in outline, the planning authority will still need to have 
sufficient information on a project’s likely effects to enable it to judge whether the development 
should take place or not. The information given in the environmental statement will have an 
important bearing on whether matters may be reserved in an outline permission; it will be 
important to ensure that the development does not take place in a form which would lead to 
significantly different effects from those considered at the planning application stage. 
 
When the developer submits an environmental statement at the same time as the planning 
application, three further copies must also be submitted for onward transmission by the planning 
authority to the Secretary of State (or, in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales). The developer 
is also required to provide the planning authority with sufficient copies of the environmental 
statement to enable one to be sent to each of the statutory consultees. Alternatively, the 
developer may send copies of the statement directly to the consultees. When submitting the 
application, the developer must inform the planning authority of the name of every body - 
whether or not it is a statutory consultee - to which a copy of the statement has been sent. 
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The developer should make a reasonable number of copies of the statement available for 
members of the public. A reasonable charge reflecting printing and distribution costs may be 
made. 
 
Handling by the planning authority 
 
Where the environmental statement is submitted with the planning application, the local 
planning authority will arrange for a notice to be published in a local newspaper and displayed at 
or near the site of the proposed development. If the environmental statement is submitted after 
the planning application, responsibility for publicising it falls to the developer. 
 
The planning authority will place the planning application on Part I of the planning register, 
together with the environmental statement. The authority and the developer may wish to 
consider the need for further publicity at this stage, for example, publication of further details of 
the project in a local newspaper, or an exhibition. The planning authority will also need to notify 
statutory consultees of the application (unless the developer has already done so) and invite 
them to comment on the environmental statement. Consultees must be allowed at least 14 days 
from receipt of the statement in which to comment before a decision is taken. It will often be 
useful for the planning authority to discuss the project with consultees who have a particular 
interest in its environmental effects before reaching its conclusions on the planning applications. 
 
The copies of the environmental statement that are forwarded by the planning authority to the 
Secretary of State (or, in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales), will assist in monitoring. In 
those exceptional circumstances where a proposed development is likely to have significant 
effects on the environment in another country, they will also enable certain international 
obligations for exchange of information with other countries to be met. 
 
Requests for further information 
 
Where the planning authority considers that the information provided in the developer’s 
environmental statement, together with that available to the authority from other sources, is 
insufficient to permit a proper evaluation of the project’s likely environmental effects, the 
authority can require further information, or evidence to verify the information that has already 
been provided. The use of these powers should not normally be necessary, especially if the 
parties have worked together during the preparation of the environmental statement. 
Nevertheless, further consultation between the planning authority and the developer may be 
necessary at this stage, in particular to consider comments made by consultees and, possibly, 
amendments to the proposal to meet objections that have been raised. 
 
Where an authority considers that it does not have the necessary expertise to evaluate the 
information contained in an environmental statement, it may decide to seek advice from 
consultants or other suitably qualified persons or organisations. 
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Determination of application 
 
The planning authority is required to determine a planning application which is the subject of 
environmental impact assessment within 16 weeks from the date of receipt of the environmental 
statement, unless the developer agrees to a longer period. In determining the application, the 
authority is, of course, required to have regard to the environmental statement, as well as to 
other material considerations. As with any other planning application, the planning authority may 
refuse permission or grant it with or without conditions. 
 
The planning authority cannot take the view that a planning application is invalid because it 
considers that an inadequate environmental statement has been submitted or because the 
developer has failed to provide any further information required under the powers described in 
paragraph above. 
 
However, if the developer fails to provide enough information to complete the environmental 
statement, the application can be determined only by refusal. 
 
Appeals and call-ins 
 
The right of appeal to the Secretary of State (or, in Wales, the National Assembly for Wales) 
against an adverse decision by a planning authority (or against an authority”s failure to determine 
an application within the 16-week time limit) is the same for planning applications to which the 
EIA Regulations apply as for other applications. Similarly, the Secretary of State”s (or the 
Assembly’s) power to call in a planning application applies in these cases. Where an 
environmental statement has been prepared to accompany a planning application, the 
information which it contains will be among the material considerations which an Inspector will 
take into account in considering an appeal. The Secretary of State (or the Assembly) and 
Inspectors, like the planning authority, have power to request the developer to provide further 
information where they consider that the environmental statement is inadequate as it stands. 
Any additional information provided by the developer in response to such a request will be made 
available to all parties to an appeal. 
 
Appendix 5: Checklist of matters to be considered for inclusion in an 
environmental statement 
 
This checklist is intended as a guide to the subjects that need to be considered in the course of 
preparing an environmental statement. It is unlikely that all the items will be relevant to any one 
project. (See paragraphs 31 and 32 of the main text.) The environmental effects of a 
development during its construction and commissioning phases should be considered separately 
from the effects arising whilst it is operational. Where the operational life of a development is 
expected to be limited, the effects of decommissioning or reinstating the land should also be 
considered separately. 
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Section 1 
 
Information describing the project 
 

 Purpose and physical characteristics of the project, including details of proposed access 
and transport arrangements, and of numbers to be employed and where they will come 
from. 

 Land use requirements and other physical features of the project: 
a. during construction; 
b. when operational; 
c. after use has ceased (where appropriate). 

 Production processes and operational features of the project: 
a. type and quantities of raw materials, energy and other resources consumed; 
b. residues and emissions by type, quantity, composition and strength including: 

i. discharges to water; 
ii. emissions to air; 
iii. noise; 
iv. vibration; 
v. light; 
vi. heat; 
vii. radiation; 
viii. deposits/residues to land and soil; 
ix. others. 
 

 Main alternative sites and processes considered, where appropriate, and reasons for final 
choice. 

 
Section 2 
 
Information describing the site and its environment 
 
Physical features 
2.1 Population - proximity and numbers. 
2.2 Flora and fauna (including both habitats and species) -- in particular, protected species and 
their habitats. 
2.3 Soil: agricultural quality, geology and geomorphology. 
2.4 Water: aquifers, water courses, shoreline, including the type, quantity, composition and 
strength of any existing discharges. 
2.5 Air: climatic factors, air quality, etc. 
2.6 Architectural and historic heritage, archaeological sites and features, and other material 
assets. 
2.7 Landscape and topography. 
2.8 Recreational uses. 
2.9 Any other relevant environmental features. 
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The policy framework 
 
2.10 Where applicable, the information considered under this section should include all relevant 
statutory designations such as national nature reserves, sites of special scientific interest, 
national parks, areas of outstanding natural beauty, heritage coasts, regional parks, country parks 
and designated green belt, local nature reserves, areas affected by tree preservation orders, 
water protection zones, conservation areas, listed buildings, scheduled ancient monuments, and 
designated areas of archaeological importance. It should also include references to relevant 
national policies (including Planning Policy Guidance notes) and to regional and local plans and 
policies (including approved or emerging development plans). 
 
2.11 Reference should also be made to international designations, e.g. those under the EC `Wild 
Birds” or `Habitats” Directives, the Biodiversity Convention and the Ramsar Convention. 
 
Section 3 
Assessment of effects 
Including direct and indirect, secondary, cumulative, short, medium and long-term, permanent 
and temporary, positive and negative effects of the project.  
 
Effects on human beings, buildings and man-made features 
 
3.1 Change in population arising from the development, and consequential environment effects. 
3.2 Visual effects of the development on the surrounding area and landscape. 
3.3 Levels and effects of emissions from the development during normal operation. 
3.4 Levels and effects of noise from the development. 
3.5 Effects of the development on local roads and transport. 
3.6 Effects of the development on buildings, the architectural and historic heritage, 
archaeological features, and other human artefacts, e.g. through pollutants, visual intrusion, 
vibration. 
 
Effects on flora, fauna and geology 
 
3.7 Loss of, and damage to, habitats and plant and animal species. 
3.8 Loss of, and damage to, geological, palaeontological and physiographic features. 
3.9 Other ecological consequences. 
 
Effects on land 
 
3.10 Physical effects of the development, e.g. change in local topography, effect of 
earth-moving on stability, soil erosion, etc. 
3.11 Effects of chemical emissions and deposits on soil of site and surrounding land. 
3.12 Land use/resource effects: 
a. quality and quantity of agricultural land to be taken; 
b. sterilisation of mineral resources; 
c. other alternative uses of the site, including the `do nothing” option; 
d. effect on surrounding land uses including agriculture; 
e. waste disposal. 
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Effects on water 
 
3.13 Effects of development on drainage pattern in the area. 
3.14 Changes to other hydrographic characteristics, e.g. groundwater level, water courses, flow 
of underground water. 
3.15 Effects on coastal or estuarine hydrology. 
3.16 Effects of pollutants, waste, etc. on water quality. 
 
Effects on air and climate 
 
3.17 Level and concentration of chemical emissions and their environmental effects. 
3.18 Particulate matter. 
3.19 Offensive odours. 
3.20 Any other climatic effects. 
 
Other indirect and secondary effects associated with the project 
 
3.21 Effects from traffic (road, rail, air, water) related to the development. 
3.22 Effects arising from the extraction and consumption of materials, water, energy or other 
resources by the development.  
3.23 Effects of other development associated with the project, e.g. new roads, sewers, housing, 
power lines, pipe-lines, telecommunications, etc. 
3.24 Effects of association of the development with other existing or proposed development. 
3.25 Secondary effects resulting from the interaction of separate direct effects listed above. 
 
Section 4 
Mitigating measures 
 
4.1 Where significant adverse effects are identified, a description of the measures to be taken to 
avoid, reduce or remedy those effects, e.g.: 
a. site planning; 
b. technical measures, e.g.: 
i. process selection; 
ii. recycling; 
iii. pollution control and treatment; 
iv. containment (e.g., bounding of storage vessels). 
c. aesthetic and ecological measures, e.g.: 
i. mounding; 
ii. design, colour, etc; 
iii. landscaping; 
iv. tree plantings; 
v. measures to preserve particular habitats or create alternative habitats; 
vi. recording of archaeological sites; 
vii. measures to safeguard historic buildings or sites. 
4.2 Assessment of the likely effectiveness of mitigating measures. 
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Section 5 
 
Risk of accidents and hazardous development 
5.1 Risk of accidents as such is not covered in the EIA Directive or, consequently, in the 
implementing Regulations. However, when the proposed development involves materials that 
could 
be harmful to the environment(including people) in the event of an accident, the environmental 
statement should include an indication of the preventive measures that will be adopted so that 
such 
an occurrence is not likely to have a significant effect. This could, where appropriate, include 
reference to compliance with Health and Safety legislation. 
5.2 There are separate arrangements in force relating to the keeping or use of hazardous 
substances 
and the Health and Safety Executive provides local planning authorities with expert advice about 
risk assessment on any planning application involving a hazardous installation. 
5.3 Nevertheless, it is desirable that, wherever possible, the risk of accidents and the general 
environmental effects of developments should be considered together, and developers and 
planning 
authorities should bear this in mind. 
 
 
UK Statutory Instruments and other official publications on 
environmental impact assessment 
 
1. Council Directive 97/11/EC of 3 March 1997 is printed in the Official Journal of the 
European Communities, page no. L73/5 dated 14.3.97. It amends Directive 85/337/EEC on 
the assessment of certain public and private projects on the environment, which is printed in 
the Official journal on page no. L175/40 dated 5.7.85. A consolidated version of the 
Directive as amended is reproduced in Appendix 1 to this booklet. 
2. The following Regulations implementing Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by Directive 
97/11/EC have been made: 
i. Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 1999 (SI No. 293) 
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19990293.htm 
ii. Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (No. Endnotes SSI 
1) http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/ 
scotland/ssi1999/19990001.htm 
iii. Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999 
(SR No. 73) http://www.northernireland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr1999/ 
19990073.htm 
iv. Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (England and Wales) Regulations 
1999 (SI No. 2228) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19992228.htm 
v. Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (SSI No. 
43) http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi1999/ 
19990043.htm 
vi. Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2000 
(SR No. 84) http://www.northernireland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/sr/ 
sr2000/20000084.htm 
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vii. Environmental Impact Assessment (Land Drainage Improvement Works) 
Regulations 1999 (SI No. 1783) 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19991783.htm 
viii. Environmental Impact Assessment (Fish Farming in Marine Waters) Regulations 
1999 (SI No. 367) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19990367.htm 
ix. Environmental Impact Assessment (Fish Farming in Marine Waters) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1999 SR No. 415) http:// www.northernirelandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr1999/19990415.htm 
x. Highways (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations 1999 (SI No. 369) 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19990369.htm 
xi. Roads (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999 
(SR No. 89) http://www.northernirelandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr1999/19990089.htm 
xii. Harbour Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 1999 (SI No. 
3445) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19993445.htm 
xiii. Nuclear Reactors (Environmental Impact Assessment for Decommissioning) 
Regulations 1999 (SI No. 2892) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/ 
si/si1999/19992892.htm 
xiv. Offshore Petroleum Production and Pipe-lines (Assessment of Environmental 
Effects) Regulations 1999 (SI No. 360) 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1999/19990360.htm 
xv. Public Gas Transporter Pipe-line Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 1999 (SI No. 1672) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/ 
si1999/19991672.htm 
xvi. Electricity Works (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations 2000 (SI No. 
1927) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20001927.htm 
xvii. Pipe-line Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2000 (SI No. 
1928) http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20001928.htm 
xviii. Transport and Works (Applications and Objections Procedure) (England and Wales) 
Rules 2000 (SI No. 2190) Wales) Rules 2000 (SI No. 2190) - 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20002190.htm. 
xix. Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and 
Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2000 (SI No. 2867) - 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20002867.htm 
xx. Harbour Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 
2000 (SI No. 2391) - http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20002391.htm. 
xxi. Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 
(SSI No. 320) - http://www.scotland-legislation.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/ 
scotland/ssi2000/20000320.htm. 
xxii. Transport and Works (Assessment of Environmental Effects) Regulations 2000 
(England and Wales) (SI No. 3199) - 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20003199.htm 
xxiii. Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2001 
(SR No. 394) - http://www.northernirelandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr2001/20010394.htm 
xxiv. The Electricity Act 1989 (Requirement of Consent for Offshore Wind and Water 
Driven Generating Stations) (England and Wales) Order 2001 (SI No. 3642) 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2001/20013642.htm. 
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xxv. The Environmental Impact Assessment (Uncultivated Land and Semi-natural Areas) 
(England) Regulations 2001 (SI No. 3966) 
http://www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2001/20013966.htm. 
xxvi. Environmental Impact Assessment (Uncultivated Land and Semi-Natural Areas) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2001 (SR No. 435) http://www.northernirelandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr2001/20010435.htm 
xxvii. The Environmental Impact Assessment (Uncultivated Land and Semi-Natural 
Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 2002 (SSI No. 6) http://www.scotlandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2002/20020006.htm. 
xxviii. Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2002 (SS.I. 
No. 324) www.scotlandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2002/20020324.htm 
xxix. The Electricity Act 1989 (Requirement of Consent for Offshore Wind Generating 
Stations) (Scotland) Order 2002 (SS.I. No. 407) www.scotlandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2002/20020407.htm 
xxx. Environmental Impact Assessment (Uncultivated Land and Semi-Natural Areas) 
Regulations (Wales) 2002 (WSI No. 2127) www.waleslegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2002/20022127e.htm 
xxxi. Harbour Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2003 (SR No. 136) www.northernirelandlegislation. 
hmso.gov.uk/sr/sr2003/20030136.htm 
xxxii. The Water Resources (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2003 (SI No. 
164) www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2003/20030164.htm 
3. The following Regulations to implement Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by Directive 
97/11/EC are in the course of preparation: 
i. Environmental Impact Assessment and Habitats (Extraction of Minerals by Marine 
Dredging) Regulations 
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Further Guidance 
 
i. DETR Circular 02/99 
ii. Welsh Office Circular 11/99 
iii. Scottish Executive Development Department Circular 15/1999 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library2/doc04/EIA-00.htm 
iv. Scottish Executive Development Department Planning Advice Note 58 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library/pan/pan58-02.htm [ (iii) and (iv) are available free of 
charge on tel: 0131 2444 7066 or email: planningdivision@scotland.gov.uk] 
v. Planning Service (Northern Ireland) Development Control Advice Note 10 (Revised 1999) 
vi. Preparation of Environmental Statements for Planning Projects that require Environmental 
Assessment (Good Practice Guide, HMSO 1995) 
vii. Evaluation of Environmental Information for Planning Projects (Good Practice Guide, 
HMSO, 1994) 
viii. Environmental Impact Assessment of Forestry Projects, issued by the Forestry Commission 
ix. Guide to The Environmental Impact Assessment (Fish Farming in Marine Waters) 
Regulations 1999 (Scottish Executive Rural Affairs Department, March 1999) 
x. Environmental Assessment Guidance Manual for Marine Salmon Farmers (Crown Estate 
Commissioners in consultation with Scottish Executive). 
xi. A guide to TWA Procedures (available on www.planning.odpm.gov.uk/twa92/index.htm). 
 
Note: 
 
Please also see DETR (now ODPM) Circular 02/99 - Environmental impact assessment as linked 
from the “See also” area at the foot of this page. 
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